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New

The Heart of Torah, Vol. 1
Essays on the Weekly Torah Portion: 
Genesis and Exodus

The Heart of Torah, Vol. 2
Essays on the Weekly Torah Portion: 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy
R A B B I  S H A I  H E L D  
F O R E W O R D  B Y  
R A B B I  Y I T Z  G R E E N B E RG

Discovering new horizons of the Torah

“Shai Held is one of the most important teachers 
of Torah in his generation.”—Rabbi David 
Wolpe, author of David: The Divided Heart

“The Heart of Torah is a stunning achievement: 
textually learned, theologically profound, 
ethically challenging, spiritually uplifting, and 
psychologically astute. If you want to know 
what it can mean to read the Torah today with 
your whole heart and your whole mind, read 
this book.”—Rabbi Sharon Brous, founder and 
senior rabbi at Ikar, Los Angeles

“Shai Held deftly brings the wisdom of Torah to 
bear upon the contemporary human condition. 
Christians who read this book can discover 
fresh dimensions within the biblical text, see 
more clearly where there is common ground 
between Jews and Christians, and better grasp 
what it means to understand and live in this 
world as God’s world.”—Walter Moberly,  
professor of theology and biblical interpretation 
at Durham University

In The Heart of Torah, Rabbi Shai Held’s Torah 
essays, two for each weekly portion , open new 
horizons in Jewish biblical commentary.

Held probes the portions in bold, original, 
and provocative ways. He mines Talmud and 
midrashim, great writers of world literature, 
and astute commentators of other religious 
backgrounds to ponder fundamental questions 
about God, human nature, and what it means 
to be a religious person in the modern world. 
Along the way, he illuminates the centrality of 
empathy in Jewish ethics, the predominance of 
divine love in Jewish theology, the primacy of 
gratitude and generosity, and God’s summon-
ing of each of us—with all our limitations—into 
the dignity of a covenantal relationship.

Rabbi Shai Held is president, dean, and 
chair in Jewish Thought at Mechon Hadar and 
directs its Center for Jewish Leadership and 
Ideas in New York City. He is the author of 
Abraham Joshua Heschel: The Call of Transcendence 
and is a recipient of the Covenant Award for 
excellence in Jewish education. Rabbi Yitz 
Greenberg is one of the preeminent Jewish 
thinkers of our time.

September 2017

Volume 1 
432 pp. • 6 x 9 • 2 indexes 
$24.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1271-6

Volume 2 
552 pp. 6 x 9, 2 indexes 
$24.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1300-3

Gift Set 
928 pp. • 6 x 9 • 2 indexes 
$80.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-1305-8
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The JPS Rashi Discussion 
Torah Commentary
S T E V E N  A N D  S A R A H  L E V Y

Making Rashi accessible for all 

“Steven and Sarah Levy have written an engag-
ing invitation to think about Rashi’s com-
mentary to the Torah and its implications for 
today. It should prove helpful to families and 
educators, enhancing their learning and Shab-
bat experiences.”—Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, 
emeritus chief rabbi of the United Hebrew Con-
gregations of the British Commonwealth

“I have not seen anything like it. Its systematic 
focus on Rashi, with good stories and ques-
tions, helps us to understand and apply Rashi’s 
teachings to our modern lives.”—Rabbi Gerald 
Friedman, emeritus rabbi of Temple Beth Sho-
lom of Pascack Valley, New Jersey

“A great way to learn Rashi together as a fam-
ily.”—Rabbi Neal Gold, director of program 
and content at the Association of Reform Zion-
ists of America 

Rashi, the medieval French rabbi Shlomo 
Yitzchaki (1040–1105), authored monumental 
commentaries on the Hebrew Bible and the 
Babylonian Talmud. With The JPS Rashi Discus-
sion Torah Commentary, his commentary on the 
Torah—regarded as the most authoritative of all 
Torah commentaries—is finally accessible to the 
entire Jewish community.

Steven and Sarah Levy quote from the biblical text 
in both Hebrew and English, highlight Rashi’s 
comments relating to the parashah, and delve 
into his perceptive moral messages in the context 
of twenty-first-century dilemmas. Each portion 
features three essays with analysis and discus-
sion questions that draw on universal human 
experiences, enabling families and Shabbat study 
groups to deepen their understanding of Rashi 
and the portion over the three Sabbath meals.

3Order at jps.org or 800-848-6224

A L S O  O F  I N T E R E S T

Bar Mitzvah, History
RABBI MICHAEL HILTON

$30.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0947-1

Readers with little or no knowledge of 
Hebrew, the Torah, or Jewish practice will 
feel comfortable diving into this discussion 
commentary. All Hebrew terms are defined, 
quoted verses contextualized, and less famil-
iar Jewish concepts explained.

Steven Levy is an attorney and director of a 
real estate investment fund. Sarah Levy is a 
licensed neuropsychologist who lectures and 
works with children and families.

JPS Study Bible series

Forthcoming in January 2018 
208 pp. • 11 x 8 ½ • 2 indexes 
$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1269-3

New
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Recently Released

JPS B’nai Mitzvah  
Torah Commentary
R A B B I  J E F F R E Y  K .  S A L K I N
A pivotal book for teens

“This is a fantastic resource . . . clear, coher-
ent, and easy to understand. It encourages 
readers to grapple with real issues in the Bi-
ble that are relevant to them. It will be incred-
ibly valuable not only to teens preparing to 
become bar/bat mitzvah but also to adults in 
navigating, challenging, and connecting to 
the biblical text.”—Rabbi Danielle G. Eskow, 
co-founder of onlinejewishlearning.com

“A game-changer for b’nai mitzvah, their 
parents and teachers. Salkin’s fresh insights 
remind us how transformative this experience 
can be.”—Rabbi Aaron Miller, Washington 
Hebrew Congregation

The JPS B’nai Mitzvah Torah Commentary shows 
teens in their own language how Torah 
addresses the issues in their world. The 
conversational tone is inviting and dignified, 
concise and substantial, direct and informa-
tive. The narrative summaries, “big” ideas, 
model divrei Torah, haftarot commentaries, 
and discussion questions will engage teens 
in studying the Torah and haftarot, in writ-
ing divrei Torah, and in continuing to learn 
Torah throughout their lives—making it the 
book every rabbi, cantor, parent, and tutor 
will also want to have.

April 2017 
424 pages • 6 x 9 • For middle-grade readers 
$29.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1252-5

Saving One’s Own
Jewish Rescuers during the Holocaust
M O R D E C A I  PA L D I E L

Righting the wrongs of Holocaust history

“The first of its kind . . . Saving One’s Own is 
very important because it illustrates the resil-
ience of people in Nazi-occupied Europe and 
dispels the myth of Jewish passivity during the 
Holocaust. Thoroughly researched, exciting, 
and engaging.”—Samuel P. Oliner, author of 
Who Shall Live: The Wilhelm Bachner Story

“Mordecai Paldiel has encyclopedic knowledge 
of the subject. . . . Country by country, virtu-
ally institution by institution, he looks at ways 
in which Jews rescued Jews. Strongly recom-
mended.”—Michael Berenbaum, scholar, author, 
filmmaker, and former project director of the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

In this remarkable, historically significant 
book, Mordecai Paldiel recounts in vivid 
detail the many ways in which, at great risk 
to their own lives, Jews rescued other Jews 
during the Holocaust. In so doing, he puts 
to rest the widely held belief that all Jews in 
Nazi-dominated Europe wore blinders and 
allowed themselves to be led like “lambs to 
the slaughter.” Paldiel documents how brave 
Jewish men and women saved thousands 
of their fellow Jews through efforts unprec-
edented in Jewish history.

April 2017 
636 pp. • 6 x 9 • 30 images, index 
$70.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-1261-7
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Recently Released

Justice for All
How the Jewish Bible  
Revolutionized Ethics
J E R E M I A H  U N T E R M A N
Biblical ethics vs. Ancient Near East thought 

“I recommend this book as a careful com-
parative study of biblical ethics, written by a 
scholar with strong Jewish values.”—Martin 
Lockshin, Canadian Jewish News

“A wonderful work—insightful and impor-
tant. Jeremiah Unterman never loses sight 
of the fact that the Bible’s goal is to cre-
ate a holy, moral people. He convincingly 
demonstrates again and again that this is 
not just a modern reading of the Bible but 
a statement of its original intent.”—Rabbi 
Joseph Telushkin, author of Jewish Literacy 
and Biblical Literacy

Justice for All demonstrates that the Jewish 
Bible, by radically changing the course of ethi-
cal thought, came to exercise enormous influ-
ence on Jewish thought and law and also laid 
the basis for Christian ethics and the broader 
development of modern Western civilization.
 Justice for All connects timeless biblical 
texts to the persistent themes of our times: 
immigration policy, forgiveness and recon-
ciliation, care for the less privileged, and 
attaining hope for the future despite destruc-
tion and exile in this world.

March 2017 
320 pp. • 6 x 9 • Index 
$35.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-1270-9

Chanting the Hebrew 
Bible, Second,  
Expanded Edition
The Art of Cantillation
J O S H U A  R .  J A C O B S O N

The most authoritative guide on cantillation 

“Jacobson has delivered an indispensable 
teaching tool that, quite unusually, is a gen-
uinely fascinating read. . . . Even those who 
consider themselves experts will learn a lot 
from this book. . . . Jacobson consistently 
provides a wealth of interesting histori-
cal material to make this a great reference 
book.”—Susan Miron, The Forward 

“This encyclopedic volume is a ‘must-have’ 
for all serious students of cantillation—and 
for anyone who wants to learn how to 
chant Hebrew texts and understand the 
whys of the cantillation systems.”—Nancy 
Abramson, cantor and director of the H. L. 
Miller Cantorial School at Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary

In this encyclopedic text, completely revised 
and updated in this second edition, Joshua R. 
Jacobson presents the history of the ancient 
Jewish tradition of chanting the Bible and 
a comprehensive explanation of cantilla-
tion practice with its grammatical rules and 
regional variations. His unique step-by-step 
system of analysis shows how chanting 
dramatizes and interprets the meaning of 
the biblical text. Jacobson also provides com-
plete notation for performing all six musical 
systems, an extensive guide to pronouncing 
biblical Hebrew, and pedagogical tips for 
cantillation teachers.

June 2017 
876 pp. • 8 ½ x 11 • 28 tables • 1503 illustra-
tions • index 
$90.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-1223-5
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Joseph
Portraits through the Ages
A L A N  T.  L E V E N S O N

“Even those who think that they know the 
story will find much to contrast and compare 
and much to learn in this fascinating account 
of how the later generations found them-
selves in the age-old story of Joseph and his 
brothers.”—Jack Riemer, Jewish Advocate

312 pp. • 6 x 9 
$32.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-1250-1

Thinking about the Torah
A Philosopher Reads the Bible
K E N N E T H  S E E S K I N

“Seeskin writes beautifully. He is a master 
teacher, and hence his book has a directness 
and simplicity about it that is captivating, 
and even stunning at times.”—Michael L. 
Morgan, coeditor of The Cambridge Companion 
to Modern Jewish Philosophy

222 pp. • 6 x 9  
$21.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1262-4

Modern Orthodox Judaism  
A Documentary History
Z E V  E L E F F 
F O R E W O R D  B Y  J A C O B  J .  S C H A C T E R

“With the consistent integration of several 
points of view regarding many of the issues 
addressed, Modern Orthodox Judaism’s readers 
are able to appreciate the complexity of these 
issues and the earnestness of purpose of 
those grappling with them."—Yaakov Bieler, 
Jewish Book Council

570 pp. • 6 x 9 • 16 images 
$40.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1257-0

from the  
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA PRESS

JewAsian
Race, Religion, and Identity for  
America’s Newest Jews
H E L E N  K I Y O N G  K I M  A N D  
N O A H  S A M U E L  L E AV I T T

JewAsian examines the intersection of race,  
religion, and ethnicity in the increasing num-
ber of households that are Jewish American 
and Asian American, exploring the social 
dimensions of intermarriages to explain how 
these unions reflect the identity of individuals 
and the communities to which they belong.

198 pp. • 6 x 9 • 6 tables, 1 appendix 
$35.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-8565-1 

When Basketball Was Jewish
Voices of Those Who Played the Game
D O U G L A S  S TA R K

From the early days with Nat Holman and 
Moe Spahn to post World War II with Dolph 
Schayes and Max Zaslofsky, this oral history 
focuses on the role of Jews in basketball, il-
luminating their contributions to American 
Jewish history as well as basketball history.

September 2017 
320 pp. • 6 x 9 • 20 photographs, index 
$29.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-9588-9

The Chosen Game
A Jewish Basketball History
C H A R L E Y  RO S E N

Through interviews and lively anecdotes 
from franchise owners, coaches, players, 
and referees, The Chosen Game explores the 
contribution of Jews to the evolution of 
present-day pro basketball from the sport’s 
inception to the present.

November 2017 • 224 pp. 
$24.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8032-5543-2



To make a tax-deductible donation to JPS or to inquire 
about supporting a program or a book publication, 
please contact director Rabbi Barry Schwartz at 
215-832-0607 or bschwartz@jps.org or visit jps.org.

Orders & Customer Service
The Jewish Publication Society
University of Nebraska Press
c/o Longleaf Services, Inc.
116 S Boundary Street
Chapel Hill nc 27514-3808
phone 800-848-6224 
   919-966-7449   
fax 800-272-6817 
   919-962-2704   
email customerservice@longleafservices.org 
online catalog jps.org

International Ordering Information

canada
Codasat Canada
phone  604-228-9952
email info@codasat.com

europe, middle east, and africa
Combined Academic Publishers Ltd.
phone 44(0)-1423-526350
email orders@combinedacademic.co.uk

asia, the pacific, australia, 
and new zealand
Eurospan Group
phone +44 (0) 1767 604972
email eurospan@turpin-distribution.com
 

G R E AT  G I F T S  F O R  T H E  H O L I D A Y S

Entering the High Holy Days
A Complete Guide to the History, Prayers, and Themes
Reuven Hammer
$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0821-4 

Celebrating the Jewish Year: The Fall Holidays
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot
Paul Steinberg 
Edited by Janet Greenstein Potter 
$24.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0842-9 

Seasons of Our Joy
A Modern Guide to the Jewish Holidays
Rabbi Arthur O. Waskow
$18.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0930-3 

The JPS Bible Commentary: Jonah
Uriel Simon 
$40.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0672-2 

The Torah
The Five Books of Moses, the New Translation of the Holy 
Scriptures According to the Traditional Hebrew Text
$30.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0015-7 

 hanukkah

The Kids’ Catalog of Hanukkah
David A. Adler 
$16.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0805-4 

Celebrating the Jewish Year:  
The Winter Holidays
Hanukkah, Tu B’shevat, Purim
Paul Steinberg 
Edited by Janet Greenstein Potter 
Illustrated by Adam Rhine 
$24.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0849-8 

 jps bibles

JPS TANAKH: The Holy Scriptures
The New JPS Translation according to the Traditional 
Hebrew Text
$37.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0252-6 

JPS Hebrew-English TANAKH 
Deluxe Edition
$65.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0656-2 

The JPS Torah Commentary Series 
Genesis (978-0-8276-0326-4) 
Exodus (978-0-8276-0327-1) 
Leviticus (978-0-8276-0328-8)
Numbers (978-0-8276-0329-5) 
Deuteronomy (978-0-8276-0330-1) 
Each volume: $75.00 • hardcover
5-volume set: $360.00 • hardcover (978-0-8276-0331-8)

The JPS Bible Commentary Series
Ecclesiastes: $40.00 • hardcover (978-0-8276-0742-2) 
Haftarot: $75.00 • hardcover (978-0-8276-0691-3)
Jonah: $40.00 • hardcover (978-0-8276-0672-2)
Esther: $40.00 • hardcover (978-0-8276-0699-9) 
Ruth: $40.00 • hardcover (978-0-8276-0744-6)
Song of Songs: $55.00 • hardcover (978-0-8276-0741-5)

The Commentators’ Bible
The Rubin JPS Miqra’ot Gedolot series
Edited, translated, and annotated by Michael Carasik
Leviticus (978-0-8276-0897-9)
Numbers (978-0-8276-0921-1)
Exodus (978-0-8276-0812-2)
Deuteronomy (978-0-8276-0939-6)
Each volume: $75.00 • hardcover 

rosh hashanah / yom kippur /  
sukkot / simchat torah

 the jps commentaries

7Order at jps.org or 800-848-6224
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