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“In highlighting the innovative develop-
ment of codes within biblical material 
while revealing their afterlife and inf- 
luence, this substantive and stunning 
work succeeds in introducing the Torah  
to a new generation of general readers, 
all the while delighting more advanced 
readers in its sophisticated reflections.” 
 —Adriane Leveen, author of Biblical 
Narratives of Israelites and Their Neighbors 
 

“Outstanding. Feld breaks through 
simplistic notions of a monolithic biblical 
and later Jewish religion to reveal its 
multiplicity and richness. I learned quite a 
bit from his insights.”—Stephen A. Geller, 
Irma Cameron Milstein Professor of Bible, 
Jewish Theological Seminary 
 
SEPTEMBER
320 pp. • 6 x 9  • 1 photograph, 1 map,  
6 tables, index
$29.95  • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1522-9 

The Book of Revolutions
The Battles of Priests, Prophets, and Kings 
That Birthed the Torah
EDWARD FELD

The Torah as an emblem of pluralistic belief 
born of revolutionary moments

The Torah is truly the Book of Revolutions, 
born from a military coup (the Northern 
Israelite revolution), the aftermath of an 
assassination and regency (a Judean revo-
lution), and a quiet but radical revolution 
effected by outsiders whose ideas proved 
persuasive (Babylonian exile). Emerging from 
each of these were three key legal codes—the 
Covenant Code (Exodus), the Deuteronomic 
Code (Deuteronomy), and the Holiness Code 
(Leviticus)—which in turn shaped the Bible, 
biblical Judaism, and Judaism today. 
 In dramatic historical accounts grounded in 
recent Bible scholarship, Edward Feld unveils 
the epic saga of ancient Israel as the visionary 
legacy of inspired authors in different times 
and places. Prophetic teaching and differing 
social realities shaped new understandings 
concretized in these law codes. Revolutionary 
biblical ideas often encountered great diffi-
culties in their time before they triumphed. 
Eventually master editors wove the threads 
together, intentionally preserving competing 
narratives and law codes. Ultimately, the Torah 
is an emblem of pluralistic belief born of 
revolutionary moments that preserved spiritual 
realities that continue to speak powerfully to  
us today. 

Edward Feld is senior editor of Siddur 
Lev Shalem, the Rabbinical Assembly prayer-
book for Sabbaths and festivals, and its sister 
High Holiday volume Mahzor Lev Shalem.  
He is the author of The Spirit of Renewal: Faith 
after the Holocaust and Joy, Despair, and Hope: 
Reading Psalms.
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“For Christians, rejecting the theological 
anti-Jewishness of their own tradition and 
embracing the Jewishness of Jesus require 
radical revisions of basic understandings. 
The Messiah Confrontation moves this project 
forward by showing that the defining 
conflict leading to the death of Jesus 
took place within Judaism, not against 
it. Knohl’s bold analysis is compelling, 
illuminating, and important for Christian 
and Jewish readers alike.”—James Carroll, 
author of Constantine’s Sword 
 

“A fascinating interpretation of two strands 
of biblical thought that developed over a 
millennium and collided in the trial of a 
Jew named Jesus of Nazareth. Erudite and 
a page-turner.”—Ronald Hendel, Norma 
and Sam Dabby Professor of Hebrew 
Bible and Jewish Studies, University of 
California–Berkeley 
 

“The Messiah Confrontation is the product of 
meticulous research yet it takes away one’s 
breath. It can be seen as a key that allows 
us to understand messianic phenomena 
hundreds of years after the writing of bib-
lical literature, and in reality until this very 
day.”—Dov Schwartz, professor of Jewish 
philosophy, Bar Ilan University 

NOVEMBER
224 pp. • 6 x 9  • 2 indexes
$29.95  • hardcover  • 978-0-8276-1553-3 

The Messiah Confrontation
Pharisees versus Sadducees and the  
Death of Jesus
ISRAEL KNOHL

A revelatory perspective on why Jesus was killed

The Messiah Confrontation casts new and fascinat-
ing light on why Jesus was killed. 
 Grounded in meticulous research on the 
messianism debates in the Bible and during the 
Second Temple period, biblical scholar Israel 
Knohl argues that Jesus’s trial was in reality 
a dramatic clash between two Jewish groups 
holding opposing ideologies of messianism 
and anti-messianism, with both ideologies 
running through the Bible. The Pharisees (fore-
fathers of the rabbinic sages) and most of the 
Jewish people had a conception of a Messiah 
similar to Jesus: like the prophets and most 
psalmists, they expected the arrival of a godlike 
Messiah. However, the judges who sentenced 
Jesus to death were Sadducees, who were 
fighting with the Pharisees largely because they 
repudiated the Messiah idea. Thus, the trial 
of Jesus was not a clash between Jewish and 
what would become Christian doctrines but 
a confrontation between two internal Jewish 
positions—expecting a Messiah or rejecting 
the Messiah idea—in which Jesus and the 
Pharisees were actually on the same side. 
 Knohl contends that had the assigned judges 
been Pharisees rather than Sadducees, Jesus 
would not have been convicted and crucified. 
The Pharisees’ disagreement with Jesus was 
solely over whether Jesus was the Messiah—but 
historically, for Jews, arguing about who was or 
wasn’t the Messiah was not uncommon. 
 The Messiah Confrontation has far-reaching 
consequences for the relationship between 
Christians and Jews. 

Israel Knohl is Yehezkel Kaufmann Professor 
of Bible Studies emeritus at the Hebrew 
University–Jerusalem and a senior fellow at the 
Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem. He is 
the author of The Divine Symphony: The Bible’s 
Many Voices (JPS, 2003), The Sanctuary of Silence: 
The Priestly Torah and the Holiness School, and The 
Messiah before Jesus: The Suffering Servant of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. Knohl has taught at Harvard 
University, Stanford University, the University 
of California–Berkeley, and the Chicago 
Divinity School.  

New
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“Steve Zeitlin is a national treasure who 
celebrates the voices of everyday life.  
Wise, funny, and poignant, his book  
JEWels brings Judaism to life in short  
bursts of words that explode off the page 
and infuse our hearts with light and 
truth.”—Dave Isay, founder of StoryCorps 
 

“I could not put this book down. JEWels  
is brilliant, intelligent, well researched, 
and has heart. It’s an immersive experience 
in which the whole is greater than the  
sum of the parts, but the parts are what 
matter, each jewel standing on its own.” 
 —Amy Shuman, professor in the 
Department of English at Ohio State 
University and author of Other People’s Stories 
 

“JEWels is a unique, humorous, and 
sensitive link in the chain of Jewish 
storytelling, humor, and commentary.” 
 —Rabbi Moshe Waldoks, coeditor of The 
Big Book of Jewish Humor

FEBRUARY
400 pp. • 7 x 10  • Index
$29.95  • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1552-6

 

JEWels
Teasing Out the Poetry in Jewish Humor 
and Storytelling
EDITED BY STEVE ZEITLIN 
LEAD COMMENTARY BY  
PENINNAH SCHRAM

The living tradition of Jewish stories and jokes 
transformed into poems

JEWels is the first of its kind: the living tradition 
of Jewish stories and jokes transformed into 
poems, recording and reflecting Jewish experi-
ence from ancient times through the present day. 
In this novel hybrid—jokes and stories boiled 
down to their essence in short poems—Jewish 
witticism is preserved side by side with evocative 
storytelling and deepened with running com-
mentary and questions for discussion. 
 Illuminated here are jewels from journeys, 
from the Old Country, from Torah, shaped by 
the Holocaust, in glimpses of Jewish American 
lives, in Jewish foods, in conversations with 
God, and on the meaning of life. Jewish 
comedians (Lenny Bruce, Jackie Mason) appear 
alongside writers and musicians (Elie Wiesel, 
Sholem Aleichem, Itzhak Perlman) and Hasidic 
rabbis (the Baal Shem Tov, Rabbi Nachman of 
Breslov), yet most of the tellers are ordinary 
Jews. In this cacophony of ongoing dialogue, 
storytellers, rabbis, poets, and scholars chime 
in with interpretations, quips, and related 
stories and life experiences. 
 In JEWels each of us can see our own reflection. 

Steve Zeitlin is the author or coauthor of several 
award-winning books on America’s folk culture, 
including Because God Loves Stories: An Anthology of 
Jewish Storytelling and The Poetry of Everyday Life: 
Storytelling and the Art of Awareness. He copro-
duced the storytelling series American Talkers for 
NPR’s Weekend Edition Sunday and Morning Edition 
and is the recipient of the American Folklore 
Society’s Benjamin Botkin Award for lifetime 
achievement in public folklore.

A L S O  O F  I N T E R E S T

Folktales of the Jews, Volume 1
Tales from the Sephardic Dispersion

Edited by Dan Ben-Amos  
Dov Noy, Consulting Editor 

Lenn Schramm, Tales Translator
$85.00  • hardcover  • 978-0-8276-0829-0

New
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Night of Beginnings
A Passover Haggadah
MARCIA FALK

A groundbreaking new haggadah for the 
Passover seder from acclaimed poet, translator, 
and liturgist Marcia Falk, beautifully designed 
and illustrated with original color drawings 
by the author, Night of Beginnings presents the 
Exodus narrative in its entirety and highlights 
the actions of its female characters. Falk’s rev-
olutionary blessings, in Hebrew and English, 
envision the divine as a Greater Whole of which 
we are an inseparable part; and her kavanot—
meditative directions for prayer—introduce a 
genre new to the seder ritual.

“Marcia Falk’s presentation of and commen-
tary on the Exodus story invite rich conversa-
tion about the meanings of freedom on per-
sonal, communal, and political levels. Those 
familiar with Falk’s transformational work on 
Jewish blessings will be delighted by her new 
blessings for all parts of the seder, while those 
who are not yet acquainted with her blessings 
will find them a revelation.”—Judith Plaskow, 
author of Standing Again at Sinai and coauthor, 
with Carol P. Christ, of Goddess and God in  
the World
 
232 pp. • 6 ½ x 9 ½  • Fully illustrated in color
$19.95 • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1551-9

Modern Musar
Contested Virtues in Jewish Thought
GEOFFREY D. CLAUSSEN 
FOREWORD BY  
LOUIS E. NEWMAN

Illuminating the diversity of modern  
Jewish moral thought, Modern Musar 
explores the many ways Jews understand 
ten virtues: honesty and love of truth; curi-
osity and inquisitiveness; humility; courage 
and valor; temperance and self-restraint; 
gratitude; forgiveness; love, kindness, and 
compassion; solidarity and social respon-
sibility; and justice and righteousness. The 
juxtaposition of thinkers’ views, comple-
mented by Geoffrey Claussen’s pointed 
analysis, allows us to see tensions with 
particular clarity—and sometimes to recog-
nize multiple compelling ways of viewing 
the same virtue.

“By expanding musar literature to include 
not only the texts of the Musar movement 
and those influenced by them but also lib-
eral and secular Jewish thinkers, Claussen 
forces the fields of modern Jewish thought 
and ethics to rethink their boundaries.” 
 —Yonatan Y. Brafman, assistant professor 
of religion, Tufts University 

464 pp. • 6 x 9  • Index
$35.00 • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1350-8

Recently Released
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America  
and the Holocaust
A Documentary History
RAFAEL MEDOFF

The first comprehensive volume to teach 
about America’s response to the Holocaust 
through visual media, America and the 
Holocaust: A Documentary History presents one 
hundred important documents. Individual 
introductions that contextualize the 
documents are followed by explanatory text, 
analysis of historical implications, and sug-
gestions for further reading. Viewing real 
documents as a means to understanding 
core issues will deepen reader involvement. 
High school and college students as well as 
general readers of all knowledge levels will 
be engaged in understanding this crucial 
chapter in American history and weighing 
questions regarding mass atrocities in  
our era. 

“This is an important and long-overdue 
book—exactly the material students need 
to understand this crucial chapter in 
American history and inform them as they 
consider issues related to genocide in our 
own time.”—Bat-Ami Zucker, professor of 
American history at Bar Ilan University 
 
352 pp. • 8 ½ x 11  • 41 figures, 2 tables, index
$30.00 • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1518-2

Choosing Hope
The Heritage of Judaism
DAVID ARNOW

The first book to plumb the depths of 
Judaism’s abundant reservoir of hope, 
Choosing Hope journeys from biblical times to 
our day to explore nine fundamental sources 
of hope in Judaism: teshuvah (repentance), 
tikkun olam (repairing the world), Abraham 
and Sarah’s calling, the Exodus, covenant, 
Job, the world to come, Israel, and Jewish 
humor. Choosing Hope can help us both 
affirm hope in times of trial and transmit 
our deepest hopes to the next generation. 

“Choosing Hope is a blessing, a masterful illu-
mination of the purpose and power of hope, 
an erudite feast of Jewish wisdom, and a 
wellspring of surprising, subversive, deeply 
satisfying epiphanies about the relationship 
between hope and all the emotions and 
experiences that comprise a life of mean-
ing.”—Letty Cottin Pogrebin, author of 
Deborah, Golda, and Me 

“This extraordinary book bears witness to 
the core idea of Jewish faith itself: as an 
awakening to confront our sorrows and 
despair with the personal and communal 
ongoing task of tikkun.”—Moshe Halbertal, 
John and Golda Cohen Professor of Jewish 
Thought and Philosophy, Hebrew University 
 
352 pp. • 6 x 9  • 2 indexes
$30.00 • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1520-5

Recently Released
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Moshkeleh the Thief
A Rediscovered Novel
SHOLOM ALEICHEM  
TRANSLATED FROM THE YIDDISH WITH AN 
INTRODUCTION BY CURT LEVIANT
$19.95•paperback•978-0-8276-1515-1

Coming to Terms with America
Essays on Jewish History, Religion, and Culture
JONATHAN D. SARNA
$45.00•hardcover•978-0-8276-1511-3

The Jewish Family Ethics Textbook
RABBI NEAL SCHEINDLIN
$30.00•paperback•978-0-8276-1323-2

A Year with Martin Buber
Wisdom on the Weekly Torah Portion
RABBI DENNIS S. ROSS
$24.95•paperback•978-0-8276-1465-9

Judah Magnes
The Prophetic Politics of a Religious Binationalist
DAVID BARAK-GORODETSKY 
TRANSLATED BY MERAV DATAN
$35.00•paperback•978-0-8276-1516-8

Thinking about Good and Evil
Jewish Views from Antiquity to Modernity
RABBI WAYNE ALLEN
$34.95•paperback•978-0-8276-1471-0

The JPS Jewish Heritage 
Torah Commentary
RABBI ELI L. GARFINKEL
$34.95•paperback•978-0-8276-1267-9

Sanctified Sex
The Two-Thousand-Year Jewish Debate on  
Marital Intimacy
NOAM SACHS ZION
$36.00•paperback•978-0-8276-1466-6

Contested Utopia
Jewish Dreams and Israeli Realities
MARC J. ROSENSTEIN
$30.00•paperback•978-0-8276-1472-7

From the University of Nebraska Press  
Knocked Down
A High-Risk Memoir
AILEEN WEINTRAUB
$22.95•paperback•978-1-4962-3020-1

Recently Released

https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/The Jewish Publication Society/9780827615151/
https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/The Jewish Publication Society/9780827615113/
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