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Are you building a Jewish home library?
Look for the yad symbol for JPS recommendations:

The Jewish Publication Society has an active online community, and we welcome you 
to join the conversation. Our website jps.org offers information on all available JPS 
books as well as author interviews, videos, and the latest information about donor 
opportunities. Join us for up-to-the-minute news and sales on Facebook (facebook.com/
JewishPublicationSociety/) and Twitter (@JewishPub). Share your thoughts about books 
with thousands of involved readers. We look forward to hearing from you.

As I look over these pages, I find myself filled with excitement. Whether it’s new 
commentaries on the writings of earlier centuries, original books on topics such as 
history and ethics, or groundbreaking projects such as the forthcoming revision of our 
iconic Bible translation, The JPS Tanakh: Gender-Sensitive Edition, The Jewish Publication 
Society is proud to publish works that bring the diverse voices of the Jewish tradition, 
past and present, to conversations at the heart of contemporary life.
 
This is my first message as JPS Director: I spent the past decade at the University of 
Colorado Boulder, where I directed the Jewish Studies program. As thankful as I am for 
my time as a tenured professor and university administrator, I’m thrilled to now be part 
of JPS’s work of allowing Jewish sources to speak in an ever-changing world. I welcome 
you to our community of learning, and I invite you to reach out to me at the number or 
email below so that we can build JPS’s future together.

With best wishes,
 

Dr. Elias Sacks
Director, The Jewish Publication Society
esacks@jps.org
(215) 832-0607

JPS preserves the legacy of many of the twentieth century’s greatest Jewish thinkers, 
including Abraham Joshua Heschel, Mordecai Kaplan, and Joseph Soloveitchik. To 
learn about how you can help in this effort by joining the JPS Heritage Circle, while 
acquiring a personalized JPS Legacy Library, please contact director Elias Sacks. To make 
a tax-deductible donation to JPS or to inquire about supporting a program or a book 
publication, please contact Elias Sacks or visit jps.org.

Giving to JPS—Five Useful Links:
Learn about our giving history: https://jps.org/our-giving-history/

Learn about our donors: https://jps.org/support/our-donors/
Learn about giving opportunities: https://jps.org/support/

donor-opportunities-and-benefits/
Learn about book dedications: https://jps.org/support/dedicate-a-book/

To donate: https://jps.org/support/donate/
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COMING FALL 2023:
The JPS Tanakh
Gender-Sensitive Edition

The Jewish Publication Society’s  
iconic translation of the Bible now revised 
to reflect contemporary gender-appropriate 
language while maintaining utmost fidelity  
to the original Hebrew text

• Empowers readers to experience Scripture with all the authority  
and precision of the original Hebrew. 

• Renews and revises the iconic JPS translation by using gender- 
inclusive language for persons and God, while also maintaining  
gendered language when that is called for historically and linguistically. 

• Reflects changes in the ever-evolving English language while  
conveying historical audiences’ encounters with the Hebrew Bible. 

• Draws on the best of modern scholarship in Israelite history and 
religion, literary studies, philology, linguistics, and the social sciences.

• Sure to become the new Bible translation of choice for readers who 
embrace biblical scholarship with reverence for tradition and people 
who embrace an inclusive, egalitarian perspective in today’s world.

$TBA • hardcover • 978-0-8276-1559-5

AVAILABLE THIS YEAR!
To learn more:  
https://jps.org/the-jps-tanakh-gender-sensitive-edition/

To discuss bulk orders at a substantial discount, contact  
Elias Sacks: esacks@jps.org / (215) 832-0607
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“Marcia Falk’s presentation of and com-
mentary on the Exodus story invite rich 
conversation about the meanings of 
freedom on personal, communal, and 
political levels. Those familiar with Falk’s 
transformational work on Jewish blessings 
will be delighted by her new blessings for 
all parts of the seder, while those who are 
not yet acquainted with her blessings will 
find them a revelation.”—Judith Plaskow, 
author of Standing Again at Sinai and coau-
thor, with Carol P. Christ, of Goddess and 
God in the World 
 

“Offers an innovative adaptation of the 
Passover Haggadah . . . [that] encourages 
readers to break free from the traditional 
Haggadah text and explore retelling the 
Passover story in a bold new way.” 
 —Jewish Book Council 
 

“A substantial work, worthy of close atten-
tion. . . . Falk’s poems, interpretations, 
and selections of additional material  
can enrich your Seder tremendously.” 
 —The Forward 

AVAILABLE
232 pp. • 6 1/2 x 9 1/2  • Fully illustrated in color
$19.95  • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1551-9 

Night of Beginnings
A Passover Haggadah
MARCIA FALK

A groundbreaking new haggadah for the 
Passover seder

Night of Beginnings is a groundbreaking 
new haggadah for the Passover seder from 
acclaimed poet, translator, and liturgist Marcia 
Falk, beautifully designed and illustrated with 
original color drawings by the author.                     
      Unlike both traditional and new haggadahs, 
which do not contain a full recounting of the 
biblical story, Night of Beginnings presents the 
Exodus narrative in its entirety, providing a 
direct connection to the ancient origins of the 
holiday. This retelling highlights the actions 
of its female characters, including Moshe’s 
sister, Miriam; Pharaoh’s daughter, who adopts 
the baby Moshe; and the midwives Shifrah 
and Pu’ah, who save the Hebrew male infants. 
Falk’s revolutionary new blessings, in Hebrew 
and English, replace the traditional, patriarchal 
seder blessings, and her kavanot—meditative 
directions for prayer—introduce a genre new 
to the seder ritual. Poems, psalms, and songs 
are arranged to give structural coherence to the 
haggadah. A new commentary raises interpre-
tive questions and invites us to bring personal 
reflections into the discussion. 
      Like the author’s widely acclaimed previ-
ous prayer books, The Book of Blessings and The 
Days Between, Falk’s poetic blessings for the 
seder envision the divine as a Greater Whole of 
which we are an inseparable part. The inclu-
sive language of Falk’s blessings makes room 
for women to find and use their voices more 
full-throatedly than they were able to do with 
the male-centered prayers inherited from the 
early rabbis. Men, too, will encounter here 
a spiritually moving and thought-provoking 
experience.

Marcia Falk is a poet, translator, liturgist, and 
artist known widely for her groundbreaking 
prayer books The Book of Blessings and The Days 
Between, which re-create Hebrew and English 
prayer from an inclusive, nonpatriarchal 
perspective. Falk is also the creator of a volume 
combining her art and poetry, Inner East: 
Illuminated Poems and Blessings, and other books 
of poetry and translation, including a now-clas-
sic translation of the Song of Songs.
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New

“Rabbi Barry Schwartz guides the reader  
with wisdom, presence, and humor 
through the terrain of Jewish theology. 
Open Judaism is an absolute gem.” 
 —Alan Levenson, Schusterman/Josey  
Chair in Judaic History, University  
of Oklahoma 
 

“Required reading!”—Rabbi Donniel  
Hartman, president, Shalom  
Hartman Institute 
 

“Rabbi Barry Schwartz possesses the rare 
ability to synthesize vast amounts of tra-
ditional and modern materials in an easily 
approachable manner.”—Rabbi David 
Ellenson, chancellor emeritus, Hebrew 
Union College–Jewish Institute of Religion 
 

“This book should be read by everyone 
tasked with leading the Jewish commu-
nity!”—Rabbi Kari H. Tuling, author of 
Thinking about God: Jewish Views 

JULY
332 pp. • 6 x 9  • Index
$24.95  • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1524-3 

Open Judaism
A Guide for Believers, Atheists,  
and Agnostics
RABBI BARRY L. SCHWARTZ

Clarion call for a pluralistic, inclusive Judaism

Open Judaism offers a big-tent welcome to all 
Jews and Judaism. It is at once an invitation to 
the spiritually seeking Jew, a clarion call for a 
deeply pluralistic and inclusive Judaism, and a 
dynamic exploration of the remarkable array of 
thought within Judaism today. 
      In honest, engaging language Barry L. 
Schwartz, a practicing rabbi and writer, 
presents traditional, secular-humanistic, and 
liberal Jewish views on nine major topics—
God, soul, Torah, halakhah, Jewish identity, 
inclusion, Israel, ethics, and prayer. Teachings 
from many of Judaism’s greatest thinkers 
organically reveal and embellish foundational 
ideas of Orthodox, Reform, Conservative, 
Reconstructionist, Renewal, and Humanistic 
Judaism. The conclusion sets forth core state-
ments of belief in Judaism for believers, athe-
ists, and agnostics, thereby summarizing the 
full spectrum of thought and enabling readers 
to make and act on their own choices.

Rabbi Barry L. Schwartz is the director and  
editor in chief emeritus of The Jewish 
Publication Society and the spiritual leader 
of Congregation Adas Emuno in Leonia, New 
Jersey. He is the author of books for adults, 
teens, and children, including Path of the 
Prophets: The Ethics-Driven Life (JPS, 2018) and 
Judaism’s Great Debates: Timeless Controversies from 
Abraham to Herzl (JPS, 2012).

A L S O  O F  I N T E R E S T

Thinking about God
Jewish Views
Rabbi Kari H. Tuling 
$32.95  • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1301-0

New
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“A fascinating story of the Jews’ unique 
resilience and strength living in Rome 
without interruption for twenty-two centu-
ries.”—Riccardo Shemuel Di Segni, chief 
rabbi of Rome 
 

“An absolutely new approach. . . . This is a 
well-written, well-documented, and well- 
argued book.”—Gabriela Yael Franzone, 
coordinator of the Department of Heritage 
and Culture of the Jewish Community  
of Rome

Fredric Brandfon is the former chairman 
of the Department of Philosophy and 
Religion at Stockton University in New 
Jersey and founder of the Department of 
Religious Studies at the College of Charles-
ton in South Carolina. He has published 
numerous articles on Roman and Italian 
Jewish history.

MAY
384 pp. • 6 x 9  • 9 photographs, 
3 illustrations, 1 map, index
$36.95  • hardcover  • 978-0-8276-1557-1 

Intimate Strangers
A History of Jews and Catholics  
in the City of Rome
FREDRIC BRANDFON

Negotiating a necessary and paradoxical  
relationship for two millennia

The Jewish community of Rome is the oldest 
Jewish community in Europe. It is also the 
Jewish community with the longest continuous 
history, having avoided interruptions, expul-
sions, and annihilations since 139 BCE. For 
most of that time, Jewish Romans have lived 
in close contact with the largest continuously 
functioning international organization: the 
Roman Catholic Church. Given the church’s 
origins in Judaism, Jews and Catholics have 
spent two thousand years negotiating a neces-
sary and paradoxical relationship. With engag-
ing stories that illuminate the history of Jews 
and Jewish-Catholic relations in Rome, Intimate 
Strangers investigates the unusual relationship 
between Jews and Catholics as it has developed 
from the first century CE to the present in the 
Eternal City. 
      Fredric Brandfon innovatively frames these 
relations through an anthropological lens: how 
the idea and language of family have shaped the 
self-understanding of both Roman Jews and 
Catholics. The familial relations are lopsided, 
the powerful family member often persecuting 
the weaker one; the church ghettoized the Jews 
of Rome longer than any other community in 
Europe. Yet respect and support are also part 
of the family dynamic—for instance, church 
members and institutions protected Rome’s 
Jews during the Nazi occupation—and so the 
relationship continues. 
      Brandfon begins by examining the Arch of 
Titus and the Jewish catacombs as touchstones, 
painting a picture of a Jewish community 
remaining Jewish over centuries. Papal pro-
cessions and the humiliating races at Carnival 
time exemplify Jewish interactions with the 
predominant Catholic powers in medieval and 
Renaissance Rome. The Roman Ghetto, the 
forcible conversion of Jews, emancipation from 
the ghetto in light of Italian nationalism, the 
horrors of fascism and the Nazi occupation 
in Rome, the Second Vatican Council procla-
mation absolving Jews of murdering Christ, 
and the celebration of Israel’s birth at the Arch 
of Titus are interwoven with Jewish stories 
of daily life through the centuries. Intimate 
Strangers takes us on a compelling sweep of two 
thousand years of history through the present 
successes and dilemmas of Roman Jews in 
postwar Europe.

 

New
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“Meeting these new role models of Jewish 
womanhood—some famous, others 
voiceless or infamous and nameless in the 
Torah—left me both enlightened and de-
lighted. Reading the biblical text, rabbinic 
commentary, modern midrash, and Rabbi 
Feldman’s contemporary commentary illu-
minated four dimensions of these remark-
able women.”—Maggie Anton, author of 
Rashi’s Daughters 
 

“Rabbi Marla J. Feldman is a marvelous 
teacher, and in Biblical Women Speak she 
proves to also be a weaver of ancient,  
modern, and original texts that give  
voice to women of the Bible who were 
often ignored or nameless, filling a  
void that has existed for centuries.  
Accessible for both beginner and  
advanced students, Biblical Women Speak 
should be required in any class of mid-
rash.”—Rabbi Ellen S. Wolintz-Fields, 
executive director, Women’s League for 
Conservative Judaism 

JULY
264 pp. • 6 x 9  • 1 appendix, 1 glossary
$26.95  • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1514-4 

Biblical Women Speak
Hearing Their Voices through  
New and Ancient Midrash
RABBI MARLA J.  FELDMAN

Gives voice to biblical women who are often 
ignored or unnamed

What were biblical women thinking and doing 
when the men around them received all the 
attention and glory? How did Leah, Rachel, 
and their handmaids negotiate the compli-
cated family dynamics of four women vying for 
Jacob’s affections? What compelled Potiphar’s 
wife to risk her high station to seduce Joseph, 
an enslaved foreigner? How did the midwives 
and Pharoah’s daughter conspire to rescue 
baby Moses, right under Pharoah’s nose? 
     Biblical Women Speak employs midrash (inter-
pretative techniques) to discover ten biblical 
women’s stories from a female point of view 
and provide insights beyond how ancient male 
scholars viewed them. Each chapter brings 
alive a different biblical woman, including 
non-Israelite characters and others who are 
neglected in classical rabbinic texts, such as 
Keturah (Abraham’s last wife), Bat Shuah 
(Judah’s wife), Shelomith (the infamous 
blasphemer’s mother), and Noah (one of 
Zelophehad’s brave daughters who demanded 
inheritance rights). After each featured text we 
hear a creative retelling of the woman’s story in 
her own voice, followed by traditional midrash 
and medieval commentaries and the author’s 
reflections on how these tales and interpreta-
tions are relevant for today. 
      Rabbi Marla J. Feldman’s book is an engag-
ing invitation to enter biblical narratives, chal-
lenge conventional wisdom, and recalibrate  
the stories and lessons through the lens of our  
own lives.

Rabbi Marla J. Feldman is the executive 
director of Women of Reform Judaism. She has 
published numerous articles about the role of 
women in Jewish life and social justice issues 
and her modern midrashim have appeared in 
several collections. She is the author of Reform 
Movement action manuals, including Speak 
Truth to Power.

A L S O  O F  I N T E R E S T

A Bride for One Night
Talmud Tales
Ruth Calderon  
Translated by Ilana Kurshan
$21.95  • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1209-9

New
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“Frederick Greenspahn brings us an abun-
dance of gifts in this remarkable book: his 
expertise as a biblicist, his erudition in 
multiple areas of Jewish civilization, his 
formidable research skills, his experience 
as a popular university lecturer, and his skill 
as a writer.”—Ziony Zevit, Distinguished 
Professor Emeritus of Biblical Literature 
and Northwest Semitic Languages and Lit-
eratures, American Jewish University

“I am astonished by the breadth and  
depth of learning on display. The book’s 
comprehensiveness makes it a tour de 
force.”—Alan Cooper, Elaine Ravich  
Professor of Jewish Studies, Jewish  
Theological Seminary 

AUGUST
296 pp. • 6 x 9  • Index
$29.95  • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1510-6 

Judaism and Its Bible
A People and Their Book
FREDERICK E. GREENSPAHN

The complex relationship between Judaism 
and the Hebrew Bible

Judaism and Its Bible explores the profoundly 
deep and complex relationship between Jews, 
Judaism, and the Hebrew Bible. The Hebrew 
Bible has been ubiquitous in Jewish life and 
thought: Jews read it, interpret it, and debate 
it. They translate the Bible even as they deem 
those translations inadequate, and they cite 
the Bible as the basis for observances that are 
not even mentioned in it. Jews quote the Bible 
as authority for their tradition’s preservation 
and innovation, as both the word of God and 
the language of humans, and as justification 
for both pro- and anti-rabbinic movements. 
Fascinating and comprehensive, Judaism and 
Its Bible describes the extraordinary two-and-a-
half-millennia journey of a people and its book 
that has changed the world.

Frederick E. Greenspahn is the Gimelstob 
Eminent Scholar of Judaic Studies emeritus 
at Florida Atlantic University and former 
professor of religious and Judaic studies at 
the University of Denver. He has written and 
edited sixteen books, including An Introduction 
to Aramaic; When Brothers Dwell Together; The 
Preeminence of Younger Siblings in the Hebrew Bible; 
and Hapax Legomena in Biblical Hebrew. He is 
editor of the New York University Press series 
Jewish Studies in the Twenty-First Century.

A L S O  O F  I N T E R E S T

The Book of Revolutions
The Battles of Priests, Prophets, and  

Kings That Birthed the Torah
Edward Feld

$29.95  • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1522-9

New
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“In this exemplary work Adele Berlin combines 
her exceptional insight and creative interpre-
tative gift for understanding poetry with her 
scholarly expertise in ancient Jewish history 
and Hebrew language in a remarkably clear and 
accessible way. Berlin leaves no stone unturned 
with respect to the current innovations in 
scholarship on the psalms. Both nonspecialists 
and specialists will benefit from this invaluable 
commentary.”—Hindy Najman, Oriel and Laing 
Professor of the Interpretation of Holy Scripture, 
Oriel College, University of Oxford 
 

“Writing with unsurpassed lucidity, Adele Ber-
lin, one of the leading authorities on biblical 
Hebrew poetry, guides us through the literary 
and religious nature of the psalms, explaining 
what each passage likely meant to its author and 
his contemporaries and to later readers expe-
riencing the psalms in the context of their own 
times.”—Jeffrey Tigay, A. M. Ellis Professor of 
Hebrew and Semitic Languages and Literatures 
Emeritus, University of Pennsylvania 

AUGUST
198 pp. • 8 x 10  • 3 tables
$40.00  • hardcover  • 978-0-8276-0940-2 

The JPS Bible  
Commentary:  
Psalms 120–150
THE TRADITIONAL  
HEBREW TEXT WITH  
THE JPS TRANSLATION  
COMMENTARY BY  
ADELE BERLIN  
SIDEBARS ON RITUAL AND 
LITURGICAL USES OF PSALMS 
120–150 BY AVIGDOR SHINAN 
AND BENJAMIN D. SOMMER 
NEW JPS TRANSLATION (1985)

The best of traditional and modern  
scholarship on the Psalms

The Jewish Publication Society’s highly 
acclaimed Bible Commentary series 
provides the Hebrew text of the Bible, the 
JPS English translation, and a line-by-
line commentary. This volume presents 
commentary on Psalms 120–150, based 
on the most recent research on the lan-
guage of the Bible, its literary forms, and 
the historical context that may have given 
rise to the psalms. The commentary pays 
special attention to the message of each 
psalm and to how the poetry shapes the 
message. At the same time, it draws on 
traditional Jewish interpretations of the 
meaning of the psalms.

Adele Berlin is Robert H. Smith 
Professor of Biblical Studies Emerita at 
the University of Maryland. She is the 
author of several books, including Poetics 
and Interpretation of Biblical Narrative, The 
Dynamics of Biblical Parallelism, and The 
JPS Bible Commentary: Esther (JPS, 2001). 
She is coeditor (with Marc Brettler) of 
The Jewish Study Bible. Avigdor Shinan is 
Yitzhak Becker Professor Emeritus of 
Jewish Studies at Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. He is the author of numerous 
books, including (with Yair Zakovitch) 
From Gods to God: How the Bible Debunked, 
Suppressed, or Changed Ancient Myths 
and Legends (JPS, 2012). Benjamin D. 
Sommer is a professor of Bible and 
Ancient Semitic languages at Jewish 
Theological Seminary and senior fellow 
at the Shalom Hartman Institute. He is 
the author of Revelation and Authority: 
Sinai in Jewish Scripture and Tradition and 
The Bodies of God and the World of Ancient 
Israel, among other works.

New
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Recently Released

The Book of Revolutions
The Battles of Priests, Prophets, and Kings 
That Birthed the Torah
EDWARD FELD

The Torah is truly the Book of Revolutions, born 
from a military coup, the aftermath of an assas-
sination and regency, and a quiet but radical rev-
olution effected by outsiders whose ideas proved 
persuasive. Three key legal codes emerged and 
in turn shaped the Bible, biblical Judaism, and 
ultimately the Judaism we know today. Edward 
Feld unveils the epic saga of ancient Israel as the 
visionary legacy of inspired authors in different 
times and places, and the Torah as an emblem of 
pluralistic belief. 

“In highlighting the innovative development of 
codes within biblical material while revealing 
their afterlife and influence, this substantive 
and stunning work succeeds in introducing the 
Torah to a new generation of general readers, 
all the while delighting more advanced readers 
in its sophisticated reflections.”—Adriane 
Leveen, author of Biblical Narratives of Israelites 
and Their Neighbors

“A valuable addition to the bookshelves of lay 
readers and academics alike.”—Jonathan Fass, 
Jewish Book Council
 
320 pp. • 6 x 9  • 1 photograph, 1 map, 6 tables, 
index
$29.95 • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1522-9

The Messiah Confrontation
Pharisees versus Sadducees  
and the Death of Jesus
ISRAEL KNOHL

The Messiah Confrontation casts fascinating 
light on why Jesus was killed. Grounded in 
meticulous research, biblical scholar Israel 
Knohl argues that Jesus was not convicted and 
crucified because of a clash between Jewish 
and what would become Christian doctrine but 
because of a confrontation between two inter-
nal Jewish ideologies—expecting a Messiah 
or rejecting the Messiah idea—in which Jesus 
and the Pharisees (the majority of Jews, and 
forefathers of the rabbinic sages) were actually 
on the same side.

“For Christians, rejecting the theological 
anti-Jewishness of their own tradition  
and embracing the Jewishness of Jesus  
require radical revisions of basic under- 
standings. The Messiah Confrontation moves  
this project forward by showing that the  
defining conflict leading to the death of  
Jesus took place within Judaism, not  
against it. Knohl’s bold analysis is  
compelling, illuminating, and important  
for Christian and Jewish readers alike.” 
 —James Carroll, author of Constantine’s Sword
 
224 pp. • 6 x 9  • 2 indexes
$29.95 • hardcover  • 978-0-8276-1553-3
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Recently Released

JEWels
Teasing Out the Poetry in Jewish Humor 
and Storytelling
EDITED BY STEVE ZEITLIN  
LEAD COMMENTARY BY  
PENINNAH SCHRAM 

JEWels is the first of its kind: the living tradition 
of Jewish stories and jokes transformed into 
poems, recording and reflecting on Jewish 
experience from ancient times through the 
present day, with running commentary and 
questions for discussion. Illuminated are jew-
els from journeys, from the Old Country, from 
Torah, shaped by the Holocaust, in glimpses 
of Jewish American lives, in Jewish foods, in 
conversations with God, and on the meaning of 
life. Storytellers, rabbis, poets, and scholars—
including storyteller Peninnah Schram—chime 
in with interpretations, quips, related stories, 
and life experiences.

“Steve Zeitlin is a national treasure who cele-
brates the voices of everyday life. Wise, funny, 
and poignant, his book JEWels brings Judaism 
to life in short bursts of words that explode off 
the page and infuse our hearts with light and 
truth.”—Dave Isay, founder of StoryCorps

320 pp. • 7 x 10  • Index
$29.95 • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1552-6

Modern Musar
Contested Virtues in Jewish Thought
GEOFFREY D. CLAUSSEN  
FOREWORD BY LOUIS E. NEWMAN

Illuminating the diversity of modern Jewish 
moral thought, Modern Musar explores the  
many ways Jews understand ten virtues: hon-
esty and love of truth; curiosity and inquisitive-
ness; humility; courage and valor; temperance 
and self-restraint; gratitude; forgiveness; 
love, kindness, and compassion; solidarity 
and social responsibility; and justice and 
righteousness. The juxtaposition of thinkers’ 
views, complemented by Geoffrey Claussen’s 
pointed analysis, allows us to see tensions with 
particular clarity—and sometimes to recognize 
multiple compelling ways of viewing the  
same virtue.

“By expanding musar literature to include 
 not only the texts of the Musar movement 
and those influenced by them but also liberal 
and secular Jewish thinkers, Claussen forces 
the fields of modern Jewish thought and 
ethics to rethink their boundaries.”—Yonatan 
Y. Brafman, assistant professor of religion, 
Tufts University

“A major, illuminating contribution to contem-
porary musar literature.”—Rabbi Ira F. Stone, 
Rosh Yeshiva, Center for Contemporary Mussar
 
464 pp. • 6 x 9  • Index
$35.00 • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1350-8
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JPS Essential Reference Library

The JPS Essential Reference Library includes books of key interest to rabbis,  
cantors, educators, and seminary students. For information about each book visit  
nebraskapress.unl.edu/jps-essential-reference-library/.

Tanakh

(See pp. 14–15)

Miqra'ot Gedolot

The Commentators’ Bible Series (see p. 18)

Bible Commentary

The JPS Torah Commentary Series (see p. 16)

The JPS Bible Commentary Series (see pp. 16–17)

Parasha Commentary

The JPS B’nai Mitzvah Torah Commentary
RABBI JEFFREY K. SALKIN
$29.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1252-5
JPS Study Bible Series

The JPS Rashi Discussion Torah Commentary
STEVEN AND SARAH LEVY
$29.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1269-3
JPS Study Bible Series

The Heart of Torah, Vol. 1 
Essays on the Weekly Torah Portion: Genesis and Exodus 
The Heart of Torah, Vol. 2 
Essays on the Weekly Torah Portion: Leviticus, Numbers, 
and Deuteronomy
RABBI SHAI HELD

FOREWORD BY RABBI YITZ GREENBERG

Volume 1: $24.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1271-6
Volume 2: $24.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1300-3
Gift Set: $90.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-1305-8

A Year with the Sages 
Wisdom on the Weekly Torah Portion
RABBI REUVEN HAMMER
$28.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1311-9
JPS Daily Inspiration Series

A Year with Mordecai Kaplan 
Wisdom on the Weekly Torah Portion
RABBI STEVEN CARR REUBEN
FOREWORD BY RABBI DAVID A. TEUTSCH
$22.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1272-3
JPS Daily Inspiration Series

The JPS Jewish Heritage Torah Commentary
RABBI ELI L. GARFINKEL
$34.95 •  paperback • 978-0-8276-1267-9
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JPS Essential Reference Library

Holidays

EDITED BY ABRAHAM E. MILLGRAM 
The Sabbath Anthology 
$27.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1314-0

EDITED BY PHILIP GOODMAN 
The Rosh Hashanah Anthology 
$27.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1315-7

The Yom Kippur Anthology 
$27.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1316-4

The Sukkot and Simhat  
Torah Anthology 
$27.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1317-1

The Hanukkah Anthology 
$27.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1318-8

The Purim Anthology 
$27.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1319-5

The Passover Anthology 
$27.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1320-1

The Shavuot Anthology 
$27.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1321-8

The JPS Holiday Anthologies,  
8-volume set 
$175.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1352-2

The JPS Holiday Anthologies

Celebrating the Jewish Year, 3-volume set
PAUL STEINBERG 

EDITED BY JANET GREENSTEIN POTTER

$70.00 • paperback set • 978-0-8276-0902-0

The JPS Commentary on the Haggadah
Historical Introduction, Translation,  
and Commentary
JOSEPH TABORY 
FOREWORD BY DAVID M. STERN

$40.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0858-0

A Passover Haggadah 
Go Forth and Learn
RABBI DAVID SILBER WITH RACHEL FURST

$18.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0925-9

Bible-Related Classics

The Legends of the Jews, 2-volume set
LOUIS GINZBERG

FOREWORD BY DAVID M. STERN
$150.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0709-5

Outside the Bible, 3-volume set 
Ancient Jewish Writings Related to Scripture
EDITED BY LOUIS H. FELDMAN, 
JAMES L. KUGEL, AND 
LAWRENCE H. SCHIFFMAN
$300.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0933-4
Extra shipping charges apply

Chanting the Hebrew Bible, Second  
Expanded Edition 
The Art of Cantillation
JOSHUA R. JACOBSON
$90.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-1223-5
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JPS Essential Reference Library

JPS Anthologies of Jewish Thought

The Rise of Reform Judaism 
A Sourcebook of Its European Origins
W. GUNTHER PLAUT 
FOREWORD BY SOLOMON B. FREEHOF 
NEW INTRODUCTION BY  
HOWARD A. BERMAN
$30.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1216-7

The Growth of Reform Judaism 
American and European Sources
W. GUNTHER PLAUT 
FOREWORD BY JACOB K. SHANKMAN 
NEW INTRODUCTION BY  
HOWARD A. BERMAN 
NEW EPILOGUE BY DAVID ELLENSON 
WITH SELECT DOCUMENTS, 1975–2008
$30.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1217-4

Modern Conservative Judaism 
Evolving Thought and Practice
ELLIOT N. DORFF 
FOREWORD BY JULIE SCHONFELD

$40.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1310-2

Modern Orthodox Judaism 
A Documentary History
ZEV ELEFF 
FOREWORD BY JACOB J.  SCHACTER
$40.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1257-0

A Kabbalah and Jewish  
Mysticism Reader
DANIEL M. HORWITZ
$45.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1256-3

The Zionist Ideas 
Visions for the Jewish Homeland— 
Then, Now, Tomorrow
GIL TROY 
FOREWORD BY NATAN SHARANSKY
$34.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1255-6 
 
 
Modern Musar 

Contested Virtues in Jewish Thought
GEOFFREY D. CLAUSSEN 
FOREWORD BY LOUIS E. NEWMAN
$35.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1350-8
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JPS Essential Reference Library

Turning Points in Jewish History
MARC J.  ROSENSTEIN

$29.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1263-1

Path of the Prophets 
The Ethics-Driven Life
RABBI BARRY L. SCHWARTZ

$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1309-6

Swimming in the Sea of Talmud 
Lessons for Everyday Living
MICHAEL KATZ AND  
GERSHON SCHWARTZ
$30.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0607-4 

The Land of Truth 
Talmud Tales, Timeless Teachings
JEFFREY L. RUBENSTEIN

$24.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1308-9

The Talmud of Relationships, Volume 1 
God, Self, and Family
RABBI AMY SCHEINERMAN

$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1264-8  
 
 
The Talmud of Relationships, Volume 2 
The Jewish Community and Beyond
RABBI AMY SCHEINERMAN

$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1356-0

A Bride for One Night 
Talmud Tales
RUTH CALDERON 
TRANSLATED BY ILANA KURSHAN

$21.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1209-9

Adult Education
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Bibles

JPS Tanakh

Regarded throughout the English-speaking 
world as the standard English translation 
of the Holy Scriptures, the JPS Tanakh has 
been acclaimed by scholars, rabbis, lay 
readers, Jews, and Christians alike. 
 The JPS Tanakh is an entirely original 
translation of the Holy Scriptures into 
contemporary English, based on the 
Masoretic (traditional Hebrew) text.
     The translators made use of the entire 
range of biblical interpretation: ancient 

and modern, Jewish and non-Jewish. The 
resulting text is a triumph of literary style 
and biblical scholarship, unsurpassed in 
accuracy and clarity. 
 This is the classic, standard English-only 
Tanakh. All editions contain the same 
one-column format of English text. Each 
biblical book and weekly reading is marked 
with the corresponding name in Hebrew.

Hardcover Edition: Blue with dust jacket
The most popular English-only JPS Bible. 
Beneath the glossy blue dust jacket is a 
classic dark blue hardcover binding with gold 
lettering. It is an attractive shelf book with an 
easy-to-read typeface. 

1,622 pp. • 6 x 9 
$39.95 • 978-0-8276-0252-6

Paperback Edition: Blue
A smaller and lighter-weight  
version of the hardcover edition. 

1,622 pp. • 5 x 7 
$24.95 • 978-0-8276-0366-0

Presentation Paperback Edition: Boxed 
The ideal gift Bible for a bar or bat  
mitzvah, wedding, confirmation, or gradua-
tion. The inside text is identical to the other 
editions, but the cover looks and feels like 
leather and is more formal than the other  
editions. Each gift Bible comes in a white box 
with a printed cover, suitable for giftwrap-
ping or giving as is. This lovely Tanakh will 
become a treasured keepsake.

1,622 pp. • 5 x 7 
$45.00 • Black leatherette • 978-0-8276-0365-3
$45.00 • White leatherette • 978-0-8276-0364-6

Pocket Paperback Edition: Moss
The most portable version of the JPS Jewish 
Bible. Easy to hold and carry, the text is 
identical to that in the full-sized English-only 
editions but set much smaller, in two col-
umns. It fits easily into a handbag, briefcase, 
backpack, or jacket pocket. The sturdy coated 
paper cover stands up well to heavy use.

1,104 pp. • 4 x 6 
$22.00 • 978-0-8276-0877-1

For a more complete customer guide to 
the JPS Tanakhs, visit jps.org.
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Bibles

Deluxe Hardcover Edition:  
Navy leatherette
Gilded edges, navy satin ribbon, 
padded binding
2,040 pp. • 6 x 9 
$69.95 • 978-0-8276-0656-2 

Student Paperback Edition: 
Brown leatherette
Flex-binding
2,040 pp. • 6 x 9
$48.95 • 978-0-8276-0697-5 

Pocket Paperback Edition:  
Black leatherette
2,030 pp. • 4 x 6
$26.00 • 978-0-8276-0766-8

The Torah
The Five Books of Moses

The Torah is the essence of Jewish tradition: it inspires each successive generation. The current JPS 
translation, based on classical and modern sources, is acclaimed for its fidelity to the ancient Hebrew.

Hardcover Edition
394 pp. • 6 x 9
$32.00 • 978-0-8276-0015-7

Pocket Paperback Edition
620 pp. • 4 x 6
$22.00 • 978-0-8276-0680-7

Large Paperback Print Edition
620 pp. • 7 x 10
$35.00 • 978-0-8276-0683-8

JPS Hebrew- 
English Tanakh

“Virtually every rabbi and library will want this  
volume.” —Associated Press 

The JPS Hebrew-English Tanakh features the oldest- 
known complete Hebrew version of the Holy  
Scriptures, side by side with JPS’s renowned 
English translation. Its well-designed format 
allows for ease of reading and features clear type, 
an engaging and efficient two-column format that 
enables readers to move quickly from one language 
to the other, and an organization that contemporary 
readers will find familiar. 
 The Hebrew text of this Tanakh is based on 
the famed Leningrad Codex, the Masoretic text 
traceable to Aaron ben Moses ben Asher, ca. 930 CE. 
Ben Asher researched all available texts to compile 
an authoritative Bible manuscript. In 1010 CE his 
work was revised by Samuel ben Jacob, a scribe 
in Egypt. Lost for centuries, the manuscript was 
eventually discovered in the mid-nineteenth century 
and became known as the Leningrad Codex. This 
edition adapts the latest Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia 
edition of the Leningrad text by correcting errors 
and providing modern paragraphing. 
 The English text in this Tanakh is a slightly 
 updated version of the acclaimed 1985 JPS transla-
tion. Wherever possible, the results of modern study 
of the languages and culture of the ancient Near 
East have been brought to bear on the biblical text, 
which allows for an English style that is reflective 
of the biblical spirit and language rather than of the 
era of the translation.
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The JPS Torah Commentary Series

The JPS Torah  
Commentary Series 

Written by four outstanding Torah scholars, 
volumes in the JPS Torah Commentary series 
represent a fusion of the best of the old and new. 
Utilizing the latest research to enhance our un-
derstanding of the biblical text, the series takes 
its place as one of the most authoritative yet 
accessible Bible commentaries of our day. 
 This JPS Torah Commentary series guides 
readers through the words and ideas of the 
Torah. Each volume is the work of a scholar who 
stands at the pinnacle of his field. 
 Every page contains the complete traditional 
Hebrew text, with cantillation notes, the JPS 
translation of the Holy Scriptures, aliyot breaks, 
Masoretic notes, and commentary by a dis-
tinguished Hebrew Bible scholar, integrating 
classical and modern sources. 
 Each volume also contains supplementary  
essays that elaborate upon key words and 
themes, a glossary of commentators and  
sources, extensive bibliographic notes,  
and maps.

Genesis
Commentary by Nahum M. Sarna 
414 pp. • 8 x 10 
$90.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0326-4 

Exodus
Commentary by Nahum M. Sarna
278 pp. • 8 x 10 
$90.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0327-1 

Leviticus
Commentary by Baruch A. Levine 
284 pp. • 8 x 10
$90.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0328-8 

Numbers
Commentary by Jacob Milgrom 
520 pp. • 8 x 10 
$90.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0329-5 

Deuteronomy
Commentary by Jeffrey H. Tigay 
548 pp. • 8 x 10 
$90.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0330-1

5-volume set
 $425.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0331-8 

The JPS Bible  
Commentary Series
Michael A. Fishbane, series editor

The award-winning JPS Bible Commentary 
series consists of individual volumes on  
major books of the Bible. Each volume 
provides a critical line-by-line commentary 
on the biblical text in its original Hebrew, 
complete with vocalization and cantillation 
marks, as well as the JPS English translation.
 A scholarly introduction, extensive 
bibliographic and critical notes, and other 
explanatory material are included.
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The JPS Bible Commentary Series

Haftarot
Michael Fishbane 

The first comprehensive commentary  
on the haftarot includes a full introduction 
to the history of the Torah and haftarah 
readings and their interrelationships.  
Each haftarah features historical, literary, 
and theological information as well as a 
detailed commentary on terms, themes, 
and language.  
700 pp. • 8 x 10
$75.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0691-3

Jonah
Uriel Simon 

“An outstanding literary and exegetical  
commentary on the book of Jonah.” 
 —Bibliotheca Sacra  

As the haftarah for the Mincha service on 
the Day of Atonement, the book of Jonah 
enjoys a central place in Jewish liturgy. Its 
exquisite literary beauty and strong theo-
logical appeal make it one of the most pop-
ular and best-known books of the Hebrew 
Bible. The intricate structure of the story 
and its stylistic niceties are not exposed for 
their own sake but as the narrator’s means 
of expression. The rich psychology of the 
prophet is dealt with as an integral part of 
his theology. Jonah requires that sound 
philological explanation be accompanied 
by a close literary reading. 
52 pp. • 8 x 10 
$45.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0672-2 

Ecclesiastes
Michael V. Fox 

“This is an insightful and accessible  
commentary that reflects many years of  
deep engagement with the text.” 
 —Journal of Hebrew Scriptures

Ecclesiastes is part of the “wisdom  
literature” of the Bible. It concerns itself 
with universal philosophical questions 
rather than events in the history of Israel 
and in the Hebrews’ covenant with God. 
Koheleth, the speaker in this book, rumi-
nates on what—if anything—has lasting 
value, and how—if at all—God interacts 
with humankind.  
128 pp. • 8 x 10 
$45.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0742-2

Esther
Adele Berlin  
Recipient of the Prize of the Minister of Science, 
Culture, and Sport [of the State of Israel] for 
Classical Literature for the year 5762 [2001] 

The commentary approaches the book of  
Esther from a fresh literary point of view. It  
includes essays entitled “When and Where Was 
the Book of Esther Written?”; “Sex and Spies”; 
and “Rabbinic Interpretation.” 
110 pp. • 8 x 10 
$40.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0699-9 

Song of Songs
Michael Fishbane

“Michael Fishbane, one of the most penetrating 
Bible scholars of our time, has surpassed him-
self  in this magnificent study of Song of Songs, 
combining scholarly erudition, poetic sensibility, 
theological depth, and an unmatched mastery of 
the history of interpretation of this most difficult 
yet lyrical testimony of love. A masterpiece of 
scholarship!”—Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, 
emeritus chief rabbi of the United Hebrew  
Congregations of the British Commonwealth

Song of Songs is a wondrous collection of love 
lyrics nestled in the heart of the Hebrew Bible—
songs of passion and praise between a young 
maiden and her beloved. It is religious lyric par 
excellence. But what is its true meaning? Is it an 
expression of human love and passion, pure and 
simple? A celebration of the covenant between 
God and Israel? Or something else? 
400 pp. • 8 x 10 
$60.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0741-5

Ruth 
Tamara Cohn Eskenazi  
and Tikva Frymer-Kensky  

National Jewish Book Award Winner;  
Barbara Dobkin Award in Women’s Studies  

“Ruth, the newest in the JPS Bible Commentary 
series, is a magnificent achievement. This com-
mentary by Tamara Cohn Eskenazi and Tikva 
Frymer-Kensky is an important addition to the 
extant scholarship on this biblical book.”  
 —Jewish Book World 
 
The moving story of Ruth, with its themes of 
loyalty, loving kindness (hesed), and redemption, 
is one of the great narratives of the Bible.
216 pp. • 8 x 10 
$40.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0744-6 
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Bible-Related Books

Justice for All 
How the Jewish Bible Revolutionized Ethics
JER E M IA H UN T ER M A N
Justice for All demonstrates that the Jewish Bible, 
by radically changing the course of ethical 
thought, exercised enormous influence on 
Jewish thought itself and also laid the basis for 
Christianity and the broader development of 
modern Western civilization.

320 pp. • 6 x 9 • 2 indexes
$40.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-1270-9

The JPS Commentary on  
the Haggadah 
Historical Introduction, Translation,  
and Commentary
JOSEPH TABORY 
FOREWORD BY DAVID M. STERN
The Passover haggadah enjoys an unrivaled place 
in Jewish culture, both religious and secular. Of 
all the classic Jewish books, the haggadah is the 
one most “alive” today. Jews continue to rewrite, 
revise, and add to its text, recasting it so that it re-
mains relevant to their lives. Joseph Tabory, one 
of the world’s leading authorities on the history 
of the haggadah, traces the development of the 
seder and the haggadah through the ages. The 
book features an extended introduction by tabo-
ry, the classic Hebrew haggadah text side by side 
with its English translation, and Tabory’s clear 
and insightful critical-historical commentary.

168 pp. • 7 x 10 • 16 illustrations 
$40.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0858-0

The Commentators’  
Bible Series
The Rubin JPS Miqra’ot Gedolot
EDITED, TRANSLATED, AND  
ANNOTATED BY MICHAEL CARASIK

“[The JPS Commentators’ Bible] opens the door 
to the wisdom of the classic commentators to 
Jewish students of all levels of Hebrew fluency. 
The translations are fluid and accessible, and 
this important work represents an invaluable 
invitation to join the centuries-long conver-
sation of Torah commentary and interpre-
tation.” —Rabbi Dan Levin, Temple Beth El, 
Boca Raton, Florida

“Anyone who is unfamiliar with medieval 
commentary, or who is unable to study the 
commentators in the original Hebrew, will 
find The Commentators’ Bible a worthy addition 
to his or her bookshelves. Carasik has done a 
real service making this material available.”  
 —The Reporter 

Genesis
504 pp. • 9 x 12 
$90.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0942-6

The biblical commentaries known as Miqra’ot 
Gedolot have inspired and educated genera-
tions of Hebrew readers. In Genesis, the final 
volume of the acclaimed Rubin JPS Miqra’ot 
Gedolot Commentators’ Bible series, the voic-
es of Rashi, Ibn Ezra, Nachmanides, Rashbam, 
Abarbanel, Kimhi, and other medieval Bible 
commentators come alive, speaking in a con-
temporary English translation annotated 
for lay readers. This large-format volume 
is beautifully designed for easy navigation 
among the Hebrew Bible text and the 1917  
and 1985 JPS translations.

Exodus
368 pp. • 9 x 12
$75.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0812-2 

Leviticus
270 pp. • 9 x 12
$75.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0897-9

Numbers
360 pp. • 9 x 12
$75.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0921-1

Deuteronomy
296 pp. • 9 x 12
$75.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0939-6

5-volume set
$360.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-1351-5
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Outside the Bible, 3-volume set
Ancient Jewish Writings  
Related to Scripture
EDITED BY LOUIS H. FELDMAN, 
JAMES L. KUGEL, AND  
LAWRENCE H. SCHIFFMAN 
 
Winner of the 2014 National Jewish Book 
Award for Scholarship

Winner of the 2014 Judaica Reference Award 
from the Association of Jewish Libraries

“This publication is a gold mine. The series is 
beautifully printed and bound. On display are 
the creative geniuses of Second Temple Judaism 
who have excited both Jews and Christians. 
The insights shared in the commentaries are 
superb.” —James H. Charlesworth,  
Bible History Daily 

“Biblical scholars, Second Temple period  
historians, and Jewish educators will find  
themselves consulting Outside the Bible regularly.” 
 —Igal German, Society of Biblical Literature

“Outside the Bible will replace classic earlier 
anthologies as the premier compendium of 
primary texts for scholars and teachers of the 
period.”—Hindy Najman, Jewish Review of Books

“Breathtaking in its scope and eminently satisfy-
ing in its execution, Outside the Bible will prove to 
be an indispensable reference for every scholar 
of the Hebrew Bible, Second Temple Judaism, 
the New Testament, and early Christianity.” 
 —Bart D. Ehrman, James A. Gray Professor, 
Department of Religious Studies, University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill

The work of more than seventy contributing ex-
perts in a range of fields, Outside the Bible offers 
new insights into the development of Judaism 
and Early Christianity. This three-volume set of 
translation, introductions, and detailed com-
mentaries is a must-have for scholars, students, 
and anyone interested in this great body of 
ancient Jewish writings.
3,302 pp. • 8 x 10 • Index
$300.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0933-4
Extra shipping charges apply

The Bible’s Many Voices
MICHAEL CARASIK

By providing tools for distinguishing the  
different voices (mythic, historical, prophetic, 
theological, legal) of the many writers of the 
Bible, The Bible’s Many Voices reveals what the 
Bible actually says, as a book of history, reli-
gion, and literature, and convincingly explains 
how politically or theologically motivated 
choices from the biblical past influenced 
today's text.

384 pp. • 6 x 9 • 9 tables • Index
$31.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0935-8

From Gods to God
How the Bible Debunked,  
Suppressed, or Changed Ancient Myths 
and Legends
AVIGDOR SHINAN AND  
YAIR ZAKOVITCH  
TRANSLATED BY VALERIE ZAKOVITCH

A provocative examination and recovery of 
the ancient myths and legends that the Bible 
transformed, buried, or changed in order to fit 
a monotheistic worldview.

320 pp. • 6 x 9 • 6 tables, 1 glossary , index
$27.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0908-2

The Gods Are Broken!
The Hidden Legacy of Abraham
RABBI JEFFREY K. SALKIN

Jeffrey Salkin explores Judaism’s most famous 
nonbiblical story —Abraham’s shattering of 
his father’s gods —and describes how this 
legend has become a model for Jewish views 
on the world.

176 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 
$19.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0931-0

Bible-Related Books
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Bible-Related Books

Joseph
Portraits through the Ages
ALAN T. LEVENSON

This biography of Joseph illuminates one of the 
most colorful and complex characters in the 
Bible through the eyes of Jewish tradition and 
modern historical and literary scholarship.

“Even those who think that they know the 
story will find much to contrast and com- 
pare and much to learn in this fascinating 
account of how the later generations found 
themselves in the age-old story of Joseph  
and his brothers.” —Rabbi Jack Riemer, 
Jewish Advocate

312 pp. • 6 x 9 • Index  
$32.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-1250-1 

Thinking about the Torah
A Philosopher Reads the Bible
KENNETH SEESKIN

Drawing on Western philosophy and partic-
ularly Jewish philosophy, Kenneth Seeskin 
delves into ten core biblical verses and the 
powerful ideas that emerge from them. He 
speaks to readers on every page and invites 
conversation about topics central to human 
existence: how finite beings can relate to the 
infinite, what love is, the role of ethics in 
religion, and the meaning of holiness.

“Seeskin writes beautifully. He is a master 
teacher, and hence his book has a directness 
and simplicity about it that is captivating, and 
even stunning at times.”—Michael L. Morgan, 
coeditor of The Cambridge Companion to Modern 
Jewish Philosophy 

222 pp. • 6 x 9  
$21.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1262-4

The Bible on Location
Off the Beaten Path in Ancient  
and Modern Israel
JULIE BARETZ

This innovative guidebook takes readers to 
twenty-one off-the-beaten-path locations 
in Israel where Bible stories are said to have 
happened. Julie Baretz’s lively narratives draw 
on history, archaeology, academic scholarship, 
and rabbinic literature for interpretations that 
enhance the meaning of the biblical events.

“Julie Baretz’s impressive knowledge of history 
and Bible combined with her awesome aes-
thetic perspective and credible imagination 
transform our travels into what feels like a 
magic carpet ride.”—Rabbi Norman M. Cohen

376 pp. • 6 x 9 • 26 color photographs, 25 color 
maps, 1 timeline, 1 appendix
$24.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1222-8

Justice for All
How the Jewish Bible  
Revolutionized Ethics
JEREMIAH UNTERMAN

Justice for All demonstrates that the Jewish Bible, 
by radically changing the course of ethical 
thought, exercised enormous influence on 
Jewish thought itself and also laid the basis for 
Christianity and the broader development of 
modern Western civilization. Unterman explains 
how key concepts of the Jewish Bible represented 
 a moral advance over Ancient Near East cultures, 
and how the Bible’s unique invention of ethical 
monotheism, innovative understanding of cov-
enantal law, and revolutionary messages from 
the prophets form the foundation of many of the 
ideals of Western civilization.

320 pp. • 6 x 9 • 2 indexes 
$40.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-1270-9
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JPS Guides

Dictionary of Jewish Words
JOYCE EISENBERG AND ELLEN SCOLNIC

“Highly recommended.” —Choice 

Organized in an A to Z format for easy reference, 
the Dictionary of Jewish Words contains 1,200  
entries derived from Yiddish, Hebrew, Aramaic, 
and English.  
250 pp. • 7 x 10 
$18.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0832-0

American Jewish History
NORMAN H. FINKELSTEIN 
This book describes Jewish life from the time of 
the early settlers to the period of massive immi-
gration that flooded the cities, to the incredible 
growth of Jews in positions of influence in busi-
ness, politics, and the arts.
221 pp. • 7 x 10 
$25.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0810-8

Best Jewish Books for 
Children and Teens
LINDA R. SILVER 

“A superbly informative and enjoyable gem of 
a book for librarians, educators, and parents 
needing to find that right Jewish-content book for 
a specific child.” —Ottawa Jewish Bulletin 

Here is a top librarian’s guide to the best writing, 
illustrations, reader appeal, and authentically 
Jewish content in picture books, fiction, and 
nonfiction for early childhood through the high 
school years. Includes classics and today’s best 
sellers, along with hundreds of others. Each entry 
includes a succinct descripton of the book and 
author plus Silver’s own insights on what makes it 
worth reading. Included are title, subject, author, 
and illustrator indexes, title-grouping by reading 
level, and lists of award winners.
375 pp. • 7 x 10
$20.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0903-7

The Jewish Bible
THE JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
WITH ADVISORS SHALOM PAUL,  
FRED GREENSPAHN, AND  
ZIONY ZEVIT 

“The Jewish Publication Society has produced a 
concise guide that will help anyone engaged in 
Bible study.” —ajl Newsletter 

“This book will be a welcome addition to the  
libraries of synagogues, yeshivas, colleges, 
and churches, as well as to the library of any 
lay person.” —Review of Biblical Literature 
300 pp. • 7 x 10
$40.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0851-1 

Jewish Traditions
RONALD L. EISENBERG 

“The JPS Guide to Jewish Traditions is the jewel in 
the crown, to date, in the esteemed . . . refer-
ence series. It’s the perfect gift for the curious 
Jew, scholar, or layperson.” —Jewish Exponent 

“Offers a startling range of wisdom, history, 
and nuance behind every Jewish custom.”
  —Rabbi Jeffrey K. Salkin, author of Putting God 
on the Guest List 
752 pp. • 7 x 10
$45.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0882-5

American Jewish Fiction
JOSH LAMBERT 
This volume is a fiction reader’s dream: a 
guide to 125 remarkable works of fiction, 
including a wide range of classic American 
Jewish novels and story collections, from 1867 
to the present.
250 pp. • 7 x 10 
$20.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0883-2
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NewIn Case You Missed It: Recent Gems

The JPS Jewish Heritage  
Torah Commentary
RABBI ELI L. GARFINKEL

408 pp. • 8 x 10 
$34.95 • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1267-9

Moshkeleh the Thief
A Rediscovered Novel
SHOLOM ALEICHEM  
TRANSLATED FROM THE YIDDISH WITH AN 
INTRODUCTION BY CURT LEVIANT

88 pp. • 6 x 9  • 1 photograph
$19.95 • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1515-1 

Choosing Hope
The Heritage of Judaism
DAVID ARNOW

352 pp. • 6 x 9 • 2 indexes
$30.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1520-5

The Jewish Family Ethics Textbook
RABBI NEAL SCHEINDLIN 

382 pp. • 6 x 9  
$30.00 • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1323-2

 

A Year with Martin Buber
Wisdom on the Weekly Torah Portion
RABBI DENNIS S. ROSS

320 pp. • 6 x 9  
$24.95 • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1465-9

Judah Magnes
The Prophetic Politics of a Religious Binationalist
DAVID BARAK-GORODETSKY  
TRANSLATED BY MERAV DATAN

364 pp. • 6 x 9  • Index
$35.00 • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1516-8

Sanctified Sex
The Two-Thousand-Year Jewish Debate on  
Marital Intimacy
NOAM SACHS ZION

656 pp. • 6 x 9  • Index
$36.00 • paperback  • 978-0-8276-1466-6

America and the Holocaust
A Documentary History
RAFAEL MEDOFF

352 pp. • 8 1/2 x 11 • 41 figures, 2 tables, index
$30.00 • paperback • 978-0-8276-1518-2
 



23Order at jps.org or 800-848-6224

New

The Legends of the Jews, 2-volume set
LOUIS GINZBERG 
FOREWORD BY DAVID M. STERN

This is the JPS classic reissue of a Jewish mas-
terpiece, reset in two volumes with four all-new 
indexes. To this day Legends of the Jews remains a 
most remarkable and comprehensive compilation 
of stories connected to the Hebrew Bible. It is an 
indispensable reference on that body of literature 
known as Midrash, the imaginative retelling and 
elaboration on Bible stories in which mytholog-
ical tales about demons and magic co-exist with 
moralistic stories about the piety of the patriarchs. 
Legends is the first book to which one turns to learn 
about the postbiblical understanding of a biblical 
episode, or to discover the source for biblical leg-
ends that cannot be traced directly to the Bible.  

1650 pp. • 7 ¼ x 10
$150.00 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0709-5

Visit the JPS website to view more books for  children and young adults.

JPS Classics: Still in Print!

Children/Holocaust Education 

Halakhic Man
JOSEPH B. SOLOVEITCHIK 

“The best single introduction to Jewish religious 
thought in print.”—Theology Today
 
Halakhic Man is the classic work of modern 
Jewish and religious thought by the twenti-
eth century’s preeminent Orthodox Jewish 
theologian and talmudic scholar. It is a 
profound excursion into religious psychology 
and phenomenology, a pioneering attempt 
at a philosophy of halakhah, and a stringent 
critique of mysticism and romantic religion.

164 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 ¼ 

Terrible Things
An Allegory of the Holocaust
EVE BUNTING 
ILLUSTRATED BY STEPHEN GAMMELL  

The animals in the clearing were content until the Terrible 
Things came, capturing all creatures with feathers. Little Rabbit 
wondered what was wrong with feathers, but his fellow animals 
silenced him. “Just mind your own business, Little Rabbit. We 
don’t want them to get mad at us.”
A recommended text in Holocaust education programs across 
the United States, this unique introduction to the Holocaust  
encourages young children to stand up for what they think is 
right, without waiting for others to join them. 

For ages 6 and up
329pp. • 7 x 9 • 16 Illustrations 
$16.95 • hardcover • 978-0-8276-0325-7 
$11.95 • paperback • 978-0-8276-0507-7 
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Great Gifts 

                JPS has great books for holidays, lifecycle events, and other special occasions!! 

 for any occasion

Celebrating the Jewish Year 
3-volume set
Paul Steinberg  
Edited by Janet Greenstein Potter 
$70.00 • paperback 

The Mitzvah Torah
The Five Books of Moses
$30.00 • hardcover 

Seasons of Our Joy
A Modern Guide to the Jewish Holidays
Rabbi Arthur O. Waskow
$22.95 • paperback 

The JPS Holiday Anthologies
8-volume set
Edited by Philip Goodman and 
Abraham E. Millgram 
$175.00 • paperback   

The Heart of Torah, 
Gift Set
Essays on the Weekly Torah Portion
Rabbi Shai Held
$90.00 • hardcover 

The Sabbath Anthology
Abraham E. Millgram
$27.95 • paperback 

 purim

The Purim Anthology
Philip Goodman 
$27.95 • paperback 

The Day the Rabbi 
Disappeared
Jewish Holiday Tales of Magic
Howard Schwartz  
Illustrated by Monique Passicot 
$13.00 • paperback 

The JPS Bible 
Commentary: Esther
Adele Berlin 
$40.00 • hardcover 

 
 

 passover

Night of Beginnings  
Passover Haggadah
Marcia Falk
$19.95 • paperback 

The Passover Anthology
Philip Goodman
$27.95 • paperback 

The JPS Bible Commentary: 
Song of Songs
The Traditional Hebrew Text with the 
New JPS Translation 
Commentary by Michael Fishbane
$60.00 • hardcover 

A Passover Haggadah
Go Forth and Learn
Rabbi David Silber with  
Rachel Furst
$18.00 • paperback 

The JPS Commentary 
on the Haggadah
Historical Introduction, Translation, 
and Commentary
Joseph Tabory  
$40.00 • hardcover 

Haggadah and History
Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi 
$95.00 • hardcover 

Celebrating the Jewish Year: 
The Spring and Summer 
Holidays
Passover, Shavuot, The Omer, Tisha B’Av
Paul Steinberg  
Edited by Janet Greenstein Potter  
$26.95 • paperback 

The Song of Songs
The Honeybee in the Garden
Debra Band 
Deluxe Edition
$100.00 • hardcover 

 shavuot

The Shavuot Anthology
Philip Goodman
$27.95 • paperback  

The JPS Bible  
Commentary: Ruth
Tamara Cohn Eskenazi 
and Tikva Frymer-Kensky 
$40.00 • hardcover 

Naomi’s Song
Selma Kritzer Silverberg 
$19.95 • paperback  

Judaism’s Great Debates
Timeless Controversies from  
Abraham to Herzl
Rabbi Barry L. Schwartz
$15.95 • paperback 

 rosh hashanah/ 
 yom kippur
 
The Rosh 
Hashanah Anthology
Philip Goodman
$27.95 • paperback  

The Yom Kippur Anthology
Philip Goodman
$27.95 • paperback  

Entering the High Holy Days
A Complete Guide to the History, 
Prayers, and Themes
Reuven Hammer
$24.95 • paperback  

Celebrating the Jewish Year: 
The Fall Holidays
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot
Paul Steinberg  
Edited by Janet Greenstein Potter 
$26.95 • paperback 

The Five Megilloth and Jonah
Introductions by H. L. Ginsberg 
$12.95 • paperback 

The JPS Bible 
Commentary: Jonah
Uriel Simon 
$45.00 • hardcover 
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                JPS has great books for holidays, lifecycle events, and other special occasions!! 

Great Gifts

The Sukkot and Simhat  
Torah Anthology
Philip Goodman
$27.95 • paperback

 hanukkah 

The Hanukkah Anthology
Philip Goodman
$27.95 • paperback

Celebrating the Jewish Year: 
The Winter Holidays
Hanukkah, Tu B’shevat, Purim
Paul Steinberg  
Edited by Janet Greenstein Potter  
Illustrated by Adam Rhine 
$26.95 • paperback 

The Kids’ Catalog  
of  Hanukkah
David A. Adler 
$19.95 • paperback 

JPS Illustrated  
Children’s Bible
Retold by Ellen Frankel 
Illustrated by Avi Katz 
$39.95 • hardcover 

Trees, Earth, and Torah
A Tu B’Shvat Anthology
Edited by Ari Elon, Arthur Waskow, 
and Naomi Mara Hyman
$35.00 • paperback  

b'nai mitzvah, 
confirmation, 
high school  
gr aduation

JPS Tanakh:  
The Holy Scriptures,  
Presentation Editions 
The New JPS Translation According 
to the Traditional Hebrew Text
$45.00 • paperback, each volume

The JPS B'nai Mitzvah  
Torah Commentary
Rabbi Jeffrey K. Salkin
$29.95 • paperback 

The JPS Rashi Discussion 
Torah Commentary
Steven and Sarah Levy
$29.95 • paperback 

Bar Mitzvah, a History
Rabbi Michael Hilton
$30.00 • paperback 

Jewish Traditions
JPS Guide
Ronald L. Eisenberg 
$45.00 • paperback 

The Jewish Bible
A JPS Guide
With advisors Shalom Paul, Fred 
Greenspahn, and Ziony Zevit 
$40.00 • paperback

Judaism’s Great Debates
Timeless Controversies from  
Abraham to Herzl
Rabbi Barry L. Schwartz
$15.95 • paperback 

American Jewish History
A JPS Guide
Norman H. Finkelstein
$25.00 • paperback

Dictionary of Jewish Words
Joyce Eisenberg and Ellen Scolnic
$18.00 • paperback

college  
gr aduation, 
ordination

JPS Tanakh:  
The Holy Scriptures,  
Presentation Editions 
The New JPS Translation According 
to the Traditional Hebrew Text
$45.00 • paperback, each volume
(b&w presentation editions)

The Legends of the Jews, 
2-volume set
Louis Ginzberg  
$150.00 • hardcover  
 
Twentieth-Century Jewish 
Religious Thought
 Edited by Arthur A. Cohen 
and Paul Mendes-Flohr
$60.00 • paperback

The Contemporary Torah
A Gender-Sensitive Adaptation  
of the Original JPS Translation
David E. S. Stein 
$34.95 • hardcover 

Judaism’s Great Debates
Timeless Controversies from  
Abraham to Herzl
Rabbi Barry L. Schwartz
$15.95 • paperback  

Jewish Law, 4-volume set
History, Sources, Principles
Menachem Elon 
$400.00 • hardcover   

The Song of Songs
The Honeybee in the Garden
Debra Band 
Deluxe Edition
$100.00 hardcover

The Commentators’  
Bible Series
The Rubin JPS Miqra’ot Gedolot 
Michael Carasik 
5-vol. set $360.00
See p. 18

The JPS Torah  
Commentary Series
See p. 16

The JPS Bible  
Commentary Series
See pp. 16–17

 tu b'shvat

 sukkot/ 
 simhat tor ah
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From the University of Nebraska Press

“An understanding of denial is essential  
to an understanding of genocide. This 
book makes a powerful contribution to  
the field. It is admirably wide-ranging  
and comparative. Each chapter is  
engaging, compelling, and thought- 
provoking—perhaps not surprising  
given the eminence and reputations of  
its contributors.”—John Cox, author of  
To Kill a People: Genocide in the Twentieth Century 
 

“Providing an updated and comprehensive 
analysis of the ongoing phenomenon of 
genocide denial and its origins, motiva-
tions, and repercussions by experts in the 
field, this volume clarifies the prevalent 
and lamentable practice of both perpetrat-
ing mass murder and erasing its memory.” 
 —Omer Bartov, author of Anatomy of a  
Genocide: The Life and Death of a Town  
Called Buczacz 
 
MAY

432 pp. • 6 x 9  • 5 photographs,  
2 illustrations, 1 table, index
$70.00  • hardcover  • 978-1-4962-2510-8 

Denial of Genocides in the 
Twenty-First Century
EDITED BY  
BEDROSS DER MATOSSIAN

Throughout the twenty-first century, genocide 
denial has evolved and adapted with new strat-
egies to augment and complement established 
modes of denial. In addition to outright nega-
tion, denial of genocide encompasses a range 
of techniques, including disputes over num-
bers, contestation of legal definitions, blaming 
the victim, and various modes of intimidation, 
such as threats of legal action. Arguably the 
most effective strategy has been denial through 
the purposeful creation of misinformation. 
     Denial of Genocides in the Twenty-First Century 
brings together leading scholars from across 
disciplines to add to the body of genocide 
scholarship that is challenged by denialist 
literature. By concentrating on factors such as 
the role of communications and news media, 
global and national social networks, the 
weaponization of information by authoritarian 
regimes and political parties, court cases in the 
United States and Europe, freedom of speech, 
and postmodernist thought, this volume dis-
cusses how genocide denial is becoming a fact 
of daily life in the twenty-first century.

Bedross Der Matossian is an associate pro-
fessor of modern Middle East history and the 
Hymen Rosenberg Associate Professor in 
Judaic Studies at the University of Nebraska–
Lincoln. He is the author of The Horrors of Adana: 
Revolution and Violence in the Early Twentieth 
Century and Shattered Dreams of Revolution: From 
Liberty to Violence in the Late Ottoman Empire.
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From the University of Nebraska Press

The Great Kosher Meat War of 1902
Immigrant Housewives and the Riots That 
Shook New York City
SCOTT D. SELIGMAN

2021 Independent Publisher Book Awards, 
Gold Medal Winner

2020-21 Reader Views Literary Awards  
Gold Medal Winner

The Great Kosher Meat War of 1902 recounts the 
inspiring story of immigrant women and the dra-
matic and effective mass consumer action they 
launched in turn-of -the-century New York City.

“Anyone interested in life on the Lower East 
Side during the turn of the last century, Jewish 
women’s history, or Jewish immigrant life will 
enjoy learning about this intriguing episode 
of Jewish American history.”—Rabbi Rachel 
Esserman, The Reporter

312 pp. • 6 x 9  • 22 photographs, 11 illustrations, 
1 map,  1 chronology, index 
$32.95 • hardcover  • 978-1-64012-358-8 

Unlikely Heroes
The Place of Holocaust Rescuers in 
Research and Teaching
EDITED BY ARI KOHEN AND  
GERALD J.  STEINACHER

Unlikely Heroes traces the evolution of the 
humanitarian hero, looking at the ways in 
which historians, politicians, and filmmakers 
have treated individual rescuers like Raoul 
Wallenberg and Oskar Schindler, as well as the 
rescue efforts of humanitarian organizations.

“An excellent resource for scholars and teachers. 
 . . . It offers new insights into well-known cases 
of rescue and encourages consideration of 
lesser-known examples.”—Dominic Williams, 
Montague Burton Fellow in Jewish Studies at 
the University of Leeds 

270 pp. • 6 x 9  • 19 photographs, 2 maps,  
1 table, index
$30.00 • paperback  • 978-1-4962-0892-7

Knocked Down
A High-Risk Memoir
AILEEN WEINTRAUB

A laugh-out-loud memoir about a free-spir-
ited, commitment-phobic Brooklyn girl who, 
after a whirlwind romance, finds herself 
living in a rickety farmhouse, pregnant, and 
faced with five months of doctor-prescribed 
bed rest because of unusually large fibroids.

“Aileen Weintraub has written a profoundly 
honest memoir that is sometimes painful  
but always loving, as she walks us through 
her journey from Brooklyn childhood to rural 
living. Heartfelt and often humorous Jewish 
culture meets rural farming culture, all com-
ing together in the glorious Hudson Valley. 
It took us back to the best moment of our 
lives—the beginning of making a family.” 
 —Mandy Patinkin and Kathryn Grody

316 pp. • 5 1/2 x 8 1/2 
$22.95 • paperback  • 978-1-4962-3020-1

Antisemitism on the Rise
The 1930s and Today
EDITED BY ARI KOHEN AND  
GERALD J.  STEINACHER

A collection of historical and contemporary 
research and essays, Antisemitism on the Rise 
looks at antisemitism in the interwar period 
and today and provides examples for how to 
effectively teach about antisemitism. 

“Includes a broad and engaging array of 
research and essays, including scholars 
and practitioners among the writers. The 
contributions are well grounded in research 
or experience.”—Kevin Spicer, author of 
Hitler’s Priests

268 pp. • 6 x 9  • 6 photographs,  
1 illustration, index 
$35.00 • paperback  • 978-1-4962-2604-4

Contemporary Holocaust Studies Series
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